Cliftonville

Primary School & Pre-School

New EYFS & KS1 Reading Scheme:
Phonetically decodable books

A Guide For Parents



Why are we changing our system?

Book bands (especially early stages of pink and red) rely on repetitive and predictable
text, sight words and looking at pictures:

* can be boring ‘ not develop enthusiastic readers

hard habit to break and children can
‘ struggle to read more advanced texts with
new words and no illustrations

e children can develop the habit
of sight word guessing and
looking at pictures

Phonetically decodable books are carefully matched to a child’s developing phonic knowledge,
moving from simple to complex and illustrations are designed to avoid acting as clues:

children can sound out and blend
unfamiliar words using phonics ‘ children have a secure and confident start
knowledge taught so far

children can use their phonics to discover ‘ increases their vocabulary
unfamiliar words

books with a phonics focus reinforce the supports writing
knowledge and skills required for spelling



Benefits of phonetically decodable
books

v’ Progress is rapid as children can practise and
apply the specific knowledge and skills as they
are taught in class

v’ Children are able to read independently and
successfully with confidence and can
understand what they read

v’ Children develop long term enthusiasm for
reading



Nan digs and digs.

Sid sips pop.

Dan the pqrrot is Sle

Nick the numbat is not sick.




How will it work?

* Children will be given a book matched to the group
of sounds they are currently learning and practising

in school
e.g./s/ [al It/ [p/
/ay/ [a-e/

* They will be able to sound out and read all the
words in the book

* Books will be changed twice a week (Monday and
Friday) as children will be expected to re-read the
book twice to develop fluency (ensures more
practice at decoding and blending, helps them to
learn words, better understand the book)






Book for pleasure

* Whilst we strongly believe in the benefits of
phonetically decodable books, we also feel
children should have access to a rich variety of
other books

* Therefore children will also get to choose a
“book for pleasure” to take home to read with
an adult



How will | know which book is
which?

Phonics books will have 2 stickers on the top of the
Spine Orange, purple, green or Max S BOX

pink sticker shows what
phase of Letters and
Sounds the child is
learning

Second colour is the
group of sounds within
that phase that they are
currently practising

The “book for pleasure” may be a school library book
or previously book banded books (these may have a
sticker or some sort of label on but will not look like
the phonics book)
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How can | help my child?

Hear them read their phonics book daily

When they bring home a new book, before you hear them
read it for the first time, take a few minutes to talk about the
book — what they think it might be about from the title and
from looking at the pictures then read the book to them and
discuss what it was about before they read it to you

Most books have a page at the front showing what the sounds
are so you can remind your child and some have words to
practise decoding and blending which is also another good
activity to do before asking your child to start reading the
book aloud

The books also list any “tricky” words in the text (e.g. the, saw,
are, said) so help your child to read these first — you could
even flick through the book and get your child to “spot them”
before they start reading






How can | help my child?

 Then ask your child to read the book to you. They will only
sound out and blend words they are “stuck” on and should be
able to read some of the book without doing this

 Some of the later books as your child progresses are quite
long so they may need to read it over a few days — always take
your lead from the child and stop if they have had enough (we
don’t want reading to be a chore but something that they
enjoy and want to do!)



How can | help my child?

* Many books have another page at the back
with ideas of questions you can ask your child
to help develop their understanding

e Remember: the books are matched to your
child’s phonic knowledge so they are able to
read them. If they are stuck please remind
them to break the word down into its sounds
and blend them like they do at school as well
as taking clues from the picture and sentence






How can | help my child?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPLnfNciLbA

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPLnfNciLbA
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

How can | help my child?

* Share their “book for pleasure”. You could:

- read it to them
- read it together
- take turns to read pages or sentences

* Read aloud to your child regularly and try to
pick a range of different types of texts e.g.

fiction, non-fiction, poetry
* Talk about and re-tell stories together

* Sing nursery rhymes



When will my child stop reading
“phonics” books?

* Depends on their level of phonic knowledge,
skill and understanding

* Many children will finish reading phonetically
decodable books at the end of Year 1 and
move onto the traditional coloured book
bands of green, orange, turquoise, purple,
gold and white

 Some children in Year 2 will continue to
practise with phonetically decodable books for

longer



Start dates

* Year 1 start date = Monday 7t December
* Year 2 by the end of the term

e Reception = start of Term 3 (when they begin
being taught phonics in sets not classes)
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Letters and Sounds




Phase 2

Set 1 /s/ /a/ [t/ [p/

Set 2 /i/ /n/ /m//d/

Set 3 /g/ /o/ [c] K/

Set 4 /ck/ fe/ Ju/ [r/

Set 5 /h/ /o/ [t /5] /I /1] [ss/
Phase 3

Set 6 [il IN[ W/ [x/

Set 7 /vyl /2] /zz/ [qu/

Set 8 /ch/ /sh/ th/ /ng/

Set9 /ai/ /ee/ [igh/ /oa/

Set 10 Joo/ /ar/ Jor/ [ur/

Set 11 Jow/ /oi/ /ear/ /air/ [ure/ [er/
Phase 4

Adjacent consonants with short and long vowel sounds and CVC, CVCC and
CCVC words.

Phase 5

/ay/ /a-e/ Jou/ Joy/ [ea/ [ie/ [i-e/ [ir/ [aw/ [ew/ [ue/ [u-e/ [ph/ /wh/ [e-e/
/oe/ [o-e/

-



