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Risk Assessment and risk management record	 for Pet Therapy Dogs 

Assessment completed by__Andrea Frith___   Date assessment completed      06        / 03    /     2024                

In the interest of health and hygiene the Pet Therapy dog (Rufus)  will be toileted when taken out for short walks on the public paths outside the school gates.

Our policy of no dogs in the playground is still applicable as we are unable to put effective control measures in place that guarantee temperament and safety when children come into unsupervised contact with unknown dogs. 

Students will not need to touch the dog, which will relieve the possibility of allergic reactions. We already manage a number of allergies at school and this will be no different for children and adults that are allergic to dogs. 

Individual needs will always be met and we are happy to work with parents to put additional control measures in place for individual allergies. The breed of dog we have chosen is known for minimal moulting, it is given a high-quality food and is regularly groomed to reduce any possibility of allergens. 

Access to the dog is carefully managed and supervised, and children do not need to have close contact with her unless permission for this has been given. We hope to work closely with parents of students who are fearful of dogs to alleviate their fear and to teach them how to manage this. 










Area: Interaction with students and staff
Reason: to ensure the school staff dog acts appropriately at all times 

	Hazard 
	Who might be harmed and how? 
	What are you already doing? 
	Risk rating (trivial/low/ medium/high /stop) 
	Is anything further needed? 

	Pet therapy dog biting a student or adult 
	Child or adult could be hurt if the Pet therapy dog bites 
	Pet therapy dogs have been trained and assessed by the Pet Therapy association.
When the dog is approached in the correct way there is very limited danger. Children will come to the dogs under supervision and guidance. No children will be forced to pet or interact with the dog.
	Low 
	Ensure that students and adults do not interact with the Pet therapy dog without supervision. Ensure that all interaction with the Pet therapy dog is completed in the agreed way. 

	Jumping up / scratching 
	If the Pet therapy dog becomes excited there is a danger that it could jump up and knock a child over or leave a scratch mark. 
	The temperament of the Pet therapy dog and the agreed training programme has involved not jumping up with praise/rewards given when successful. 
A letter was sent home asking parents ‘opt-out’ if they are unwilling for their child to have contact with the Pet therapy dog. 
	Medium 
	Ensure that students and adults do not interact with the Pet therapy dog without supervision. 
The Pet therapy dog will be under lead control by an authorised adult when people come to interact with him. 

	Running loose 
	If the Pet therapy dog was to run loose it could hurt students /staff and/or damage property 
	The Pet therapy dog will be contained at all times in the wellbeing hub house with a clear sign on the door.
	Low 

	Monitor that the equipment that is used to contain the Pet therapy dog is appropriate and on an effective lead. 

	Direct interaction with students/staff 
	If the Pet therapy dog is allowed to interact when not in the correct frame of mind, students/staff could be scratched 
	No interactions allowed without authorisation. Interactions will be cancelled if the Pet therapy dog shows signs of incorrect behaviour. Rewards/praise will be given to reinforce the desired behaviours 
	Medium 

	Ensure that the dog is approached in the agreed manner 

	Destruction of materials 
	If allowed, the Pet therapy dog may chew/destruct some school materials/resources 
	The Pet therapy dog will be contained at all times.
The Pet therapy dog will have its own toys to play with and normal school resources will be removed. 
	Low 
	Monitor that the equipment used to contain the Pet therapy dog is appropriate and effective. 


Area: Students and staff’s interaction with the school staff dog
Reason: To ensure the school staff dog is effectively supported to interact appropriately at all times 

	Hazard 
	Who might be harmed and how? 
	What are you already doing? 
	Risk rating (trivial/low/ medium/high /stop) 
	Is anything further needed? 

	Incorrect/ inconsistent interaction with dog 
	If a student/adult interacts with the Pet therapy dog in the incorrect or inconsistent way this will affect the Pet therapy dogs training and have a negative impact on the future interaction 
	Agreed guidelines that must be followed at all times when interacting with the Pet therapy dog. There cannot be any interaction with the Pet therapy dog without authorisation. 
	Medium 
	If there are inconsistencies in approach with the Pet therapy dog the adult/student will have the interaction stopped 

	Use of rewards/ treats 
	Children and adults could be harmed if the Pet therapy dog is over excited when receiving a reward/treat. Students/adults must clean their hands after handling pet treats.
	Alcohol gel will be available to adults (and students with permission from parents). Treats will only be given to the Pet therapy dog with parent permission
	Low 
	Reminders to students to wash their hands/use alcohol gel after handling treats. Treats to be locked away to ensure they can only be used after authorisation.



	Students/staff knowledge of interaction with a puppy/dog 
	If adults and students have limited knowledge of how to interact correctly this could result in harm to the Pet therapy dog or themselves 
	Our chosen charity will visit regularly to conduct sessions with students 
	Medium 
	There will be an agreed format for how to interact with the  Pet therapy dog 



Area: Hygiene / health
Reason: to ensure that students, staff and the school staff dog do not have an increased risk of illness as a result of the school staff dog being in school. 
	Hazard 
	Who might be harmed and how? 
	What are you already doing? 
	Risk rating (trivial/low/ medium/high /stop) 
	Is anything further needed? 

	Worms/fleas 
	If the Pet therapy dog is not treated for worms there is a danger that germs can be transferred to people 
	The Pet therapy dog will be treated monthly at a local vets to ensure that it is correctly treated for worms and fleas 
	Low 
	Monitor that vet visits happen promptly and take actions suggested by the vet. 

	Faeces 
	If a child/adult comes into contact with the Pet therapy dog’s faeces some germs could be transferred 
	The Pet therapy dog will only be walked under supervision. No child will pick up the dog’s faeces, this will always be undertaken by the adult in supervision 
	Low 
	If a child finds faeces on the school field/ playground they will report it to an adult 

	Allergies 
	If a child is allergic to dogs they could become unwell 
	Students will not be in contact with the Pet therapy dog if we have received a negative response form from parents/ guardians. 
If a student/ member of staff has an allergy the  Pet therapy dog will not carry out tasks near that area
For special events, parents will be contacted directly to ensure that they are happy with any arrangement.
	Medium 
	In school allergy procedures in place
Epi pen 

	Contact with food preparation areas 
	If the school staff dog enters a food preparation area this could be unhygienic 
	The  Pet therapy dog will be in a contained area or on a lead at all times around the school. 
The school staff dog will never enter the school kitchen. 
	Low 
	Remind students and adults to clean their hands. 

	Cleaning hands after interacting with the Pet therapy dog 
	If hands are not cleaned students/adults could become unwell 
	All adults and students will clean their hands after interaction with the Pet therapy dog 
	Low 
	Remind students and adults to clean their hands 


Area: Activities involving the school staff dog, including walking
Reason: to ensure that the school staff dog has a meaningful and safe impact on the school community. 
	Hazard 
	Who might be harmed and how? 
	What are you already doing? 
	Risk rating (trivial/low/ medium/high /stop) 
	Is anything further needed? 

	Walking the dog on and off the site 
	Students could be harmed during a walk offsite if they are not focused. Students might be harmed if they do not interact correctly with the Pet therapy dog is on a walk 
	If the  Pet therapy dog is taken off-site the normal risk assessment process will take place. 
No student will take the lead when the Pet therapy dog goes for a walk unless authorised to do so by the accompanying adult. 
No student will be allowed to interact with the Pet therapy dog when it is on a walk unless permission is given. 
	Medium 
	Careful consideration to be given to the amount of time the dog is allowed to walk around the school site during break and lunchtimes 

	Visits to classrooms 
	If the Pet therapy dog visits a classroom and the students do not follow the correct procedure then it may become overexcited 
	Initially, children will come to the dogs rather than the dogs going to the classrooms. This ensures that the dogs welfare and keeping calm is paramount.
 
	Medium 
	Careful consideration to be given to when the Pet therapy  dog can visit classrooms and be under the control of his handler.

	Other dogs (on and off the site) 
	If the Pet therapy dog is overwhelmed it may become aggressive or boisterous 
	No other dogs will be allowed on the school premises.
At no time will the Pet therapy dog be walked by a student and as a result if another dog is seen this will be dealt with by the supervising adult 
	Low 
	Monitor the Pet therapy dog’s reactions when out walking. 
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